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RESEEDING AN EXISTING LAWK

“Graze covara gll,"” sald Bobert Frost; but why not in oy yard, you wipght
ask? The biggest reason is because the cool season grasses llke Kentucky-31 Tall
Fescue which we uze In the Pledmont are cluomp grasses that have almost no spreading
tendency. Therafors, every few years, we must overseed an existing yard to kesp L1t
looking good. Let's take & lock at what we have to do to renovate our existing yard.
Follow these directions and you should have a beauriful, lush green lawn that will be
a valuable maset to your home.

TIMING 7sll and spring are the beat times to reseed, You will get better results,

however, If you can do 1t in the fall. Try te get your seed planted in September or

October 1ls you are dolng fall planting and In March and April ff you are doing spring
seading.

SEED In our ares Kentucky-31 Tall Fescue £3 the most popular grass grown. Thie 1s
8 tough laum grass that etays green most of the year. It I{s 8 course teéxtured grass
that tends t¢ clump and has almest no spreading tendency, so it must he overseeded
regularly t¢ remain thisk. Tall fegcue's preatest problem is that 1e will nor thrive
Iin full shade. There are cther varieties of fine Ffescues such as Fine Lawn that are
now beginning to be wsed In our area. For fescue lawns we recommend Pennington
Pancoted K=-31 Fescue grags gseed. This seed has a hormonal coating which protects the
geedns from fungue, lusects, and improves germination. ¥-31 seed should be planted ot
a rate of 5-7 pounds per 1,000 sq. ft. if you are overseeding a lawn. Multiply the
length of your yard by the width to determine the square foctege you have.

There are now many good grass seed mixtures avallable that will give you
a finer textured lawn. Many of these are speclally formulated for shady areas. These
blends vaeally contain some fescue, Kentucky bluegrass, creeplng andfor red fescue,
Turtle Creak recommends Penuington Pledmont Green which 1s an exeellent zeed mixture.
We will be glad to help you decide the best seed for your lawn.

LAWN PREPARATION Mow your yard toc a helght of about 1 inch. HNow you will have to
remove any chatch that has boile up in the lawn sc the seed c¢an pget to the dirt. This
can be done with a good steel garden rake or a thatching rake on a small yard or with
a dethatching machine or & verticut mower on a larger yard. These machines will cut
little slices out of the soll and 1{ft the thatch to the top. An aesrator can also be
veed to make the yard resdy for the geed. In ocur clay an aerator can only be used
effectively when the ground 1s scmewhat moist. They will not penetrate cur dey clay.
All the loose grass and debris yeu get must be raked up and removed from the laum.

You should have a rather bare locking, close cropped vard at this time.

FERTILIZER AND LIME It is 8 good idea to take a soil sample and send to Halelygh
to find the correct levels of fertilizer and lime needed for your particular yard if
the time im availsble {usually about 3 weeks). Your county extension service will be
glad to aupply these kitg to you or we have them et Turtle Creek.

Generally, In our zoil, you should use a good fertilizer befare planting.
A otarter fertilizer that {8 high in phosphorsous which causes good root prowth [s
preferable. The Scott's Starter is & good cne and so 1s the Pemnington Lawn Starter.
These will adequately feed vour new and old grass If you follow the directions on
the bag.

Add lime to your yard now. Use the soill test results, 1if possible, to
determine the correct amount. Otherwlse, a good tule of thumb for lime 1s 30 lbs.
per 1,000 sq. fr. when reseeding. The lime can be pelletized, granular, or powder.



SOWING SEED follow the directions on the package to obtain maximum results from
the seed mixtures. Every mixture is a little different. 1 you are using #-31 fescue
seed, you should put out 5-7 1bs. of seed per 1,000 sq. fr. Do not skimp on seed!
Grase seed ahould be put cut with a spreader. 1f posesible wake 2 paseef over the mrea
at right angles to each other. This insures total coverage. Lightly rake the area ycu
have just seeaded to insure good contact between the zeed and the gcil. Try oot to move
the seed around too moch, but only to cover it with 1/8 te 1/4 Inch of soil. Use a
little heavlier rate of sceding on the totally bare spots. If you cau get the material,
it is a good ldea to broadcast sand, topsoil, peat moss, or some aimilary materinl
lightly ovar the seed. This will give the seed good soil contact.

. Cover any totally bare areas with straw spreading 1t thin encugh 1o be able
to see some of the soil through the mulch, It 1&8 net necessary Lo remove the straw

since 1t will rot rapidly. Do not put straw in areas where there is exlsting grass
gtill growing.

WATERING Improper wvatering probably causes more grass failufe than any other

Factor in reseeding. To get good, even germination, the top layer of soill must stay
molst. You should water as soopn &g the seeding ls flnlshed to get the scil good and
molst. Then sprinkle your yard severzl times a day as needed to keep It moist {not wet)
pnril the young grass 1s up and growing. Frequent sprinkling ls necessary if it 13 hot
or windy. Do not let the soll get dry cr crusty! Keep your lawn watered well for the

next several monthz, especially if you planted in the spring. Between 1 and 2 inches
of water is necessary Lo wet the ground 4-6 inches deep.

MOWIKG Mow your lawn when the vwew grass is about 3 luches high to a height of about
7% inches. Your cool season grasses should be kept at a helght of about 3 Inches.
Be sure to keep fallen leaves off the new grass since they will smether Its fipe new
blades.

A second feeding may be given about 6 weeks nfter your grass eesd 18 up.
Scott's Turf Builder or Pemninton Pescue Food are both good choices for this feedlag.

NOTES FOR SHADY LAWNS Your shade problem csan be minimized by the following
sugpgestions: : :

Fertilize the prass under trees at 1% times the normal rate.
Fartilize the trees deeply.

Water the area deeply and regularly {(every 2 weeka or so).
Eeep the PH favorable te grass with adequate llme.

Renove low limbs and prune trees to let more light reach grass.
Mow slightly higher than normal.
Remove loaves end debris promptrly.

Use some othar ground cover if you have over 507 shade in that area.
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